
It is not often you see ladies 
with parasols walking 
through Hawkhurst but the 

temperature on Saturday 
29 June called for unusual 
measures. It was the day of the 
Hawkhurst Summer Festival on 
The Moor and even the ‘dog 
with the waggiest tail’ found 
it slightly challenging to be 
properly waggy. 

This year Hawkhurst 
Community Trust 2018 had a 
stand at the fete for the first 
time, encouraging visitors to go 
on a treasure hunt via a map of 
our village. It was a case of ‘X 
marks the spot’: buy a square 
on the map of Hawkhurst and 
see what exceptional treasure 
lies buried beneath. 

TREASURE HUNT
Local businesses and trusts 
had kindly donated covetable 

prizes – so a big thank you 
again to Caisters Hair Lounge, 
Guy Spooner, Hawkhurst 
Pharmacy, Kino, Purenique, 
Queens Hotel, Serida Fitness, 
The Eight Bells, Vinyasa Flow 
Yoga and Waitrose. Even 
visitors to our stand who didn’t 
dig in the right spots came 
away with a treasure map and 
sweeties.

It was fantastic to see so 
many of you at our stand, 
enjoying the treasure hunt 
and chatting with us. We 
found there is a real interest 
in the community centre 
project among the villagers, 
and a strong desire to see 
it completed. I’m pleased to 
report that currently things are 
on track as Hawkhurst Parish 
Council, which is liaising with 
three architects, carried out 
a joint site visit at the King 

George V playing fields in 
June. We all look forward to 
the opportunity to inspect the 
resulting designs in the autumn 
and to add our comments. 

PLAYDAY
While the new community 
centre is the main focus of HCT 
2018’s work at present, the 
Trust is planning other commu-
nity events as well. 

We would love to see lots of 
you back at our next village 
event – the National Playday 
on 7 August, on the KGV 
playing fields. We are delighted 
to be taking part in National 

Playday which this year has 
the theme Play Builds Children. 
Hawkhurst Community Trust 
2018 is hosting this event, and 
our aim is very much to do 
something that is by and for 
the community. It will be a free 
event, in the afternoon/early 
evening. Parents and carers are 
responsible for their children, 
and all children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

As well as an annual 
celebration of children’s right 
to play, Playday is a campaign 
that highlights the importance 
of play in children’s lives. 
Playday is coordinated by 
Play England, Play Wales, 
Play Scotland and PlayBoard 
Northern Ireland. 

On Playday thousands 
of children and young 
people get out to play at 
hundreds of locally organised 
celebrations – from small-scale 
neighbourhood get-togethers 
to large-scale public events. 
[www.playday.org.uk]

INFORMATION EVENING
Next up after that, Hawkhurst 
Community Trust 2018 has 
its first ever Annual General 
Meeting, on 5 September at 
19.30 in the British Legion Hall. 
The formal part of the AGM is 
planned to be short, and we’d 
really like the evening to major 
on showing you where we are 
now with the work of the Trust, 
particularly focusing on the 
new community centre. There 
will be ample opportunity for 
discussion over coffee/tea and 
refreshments - so do put the 
date in your diaries. 

You may already have spotted 
that the Trust now has a 
presence on the WWW with 
a website that has been up 
and running since the end 
of June. We aim to keep this 
updated so that it will be a 
useful source for you to see 
how the new community centre 
is progressing and to find out 
about the Trust’s other planned 
community events. And do 
email us your comments, 
suggestions and ideas – we 
would love to hear from you.n

We are glad
    you are here - 
    tell us what 
    is happening. 
    We hope to 
    see the new
    community 
    centre
    completed 
    soon. It’s 
    long overdue.

The new community centre project for 
Hawkhurst is progressing to plan 

and Hawkhurst Community Trust 2018 has also 
not been idle on other fronts – here HCT 2018 chair 

Ruth McChesney gives an update on events 

WINNING MOVES
THE NEXT

If you would like
 to find out more 
about the project 

or would like to 
get involved, 

contact:

hawkhurstcommunitycentre@gmail.com

www.hawkhurstcommunitycentre.wordpress.com

7 August 2019 
National Playday 
King George V Playing 
Fields, The Moor
14.00 - 19.00
Attendance free

5 September 2019
AGM + Information Evening
British Legion Hall, 
Hawkhurst
19.30 
All welcome


