
One of my most vivid 
childhood memories is 
drawing with chalks on 

the pavement, knowing that 
in a few hours or days the rain 
will wash it all away. I can still 
remember how liberating it 
felt. It’s something my Mum 
did with me, something I did 
with my children and that I 
am now passing on with my 
granddaughter too. 

So when on Playday 2019 
we drew big swirls and shapes 
up at The Moor, we did it in 
the hope that children and 
adults alike would see this as 
permission to play there – and 
take away happy memories for 
a lifetime. 

MORE THAN A GAME
Playday is the national day for 
play, traditionally held on the 
first Wednesday in August. 
It is the biggest play sector 
event in the UK, and possibly 
Europe! Coordinated by Play 
England and its counterparts 
throughout the UK, the Playday 
campaign is a celebration of 
children’s right to play and 
highlights the importance of 
play in children’s lives. Play 
is fundamental for children’s 
enjoyment of childhood and 
vital for their health, well-being 
and development. Play and 
recreation is so important that 
it is listed under Article 31 in 
the United Nations Convention 
of the Rights of the Child. 

Playday has been going for 
over 30 years now, with lots 
of different events happening 
across the country on that day. 

MAGICAL EXPERIENCES
I think you realise I am 
passionate about play and 
playing. I am lucky in that my 
passion and my job overlap. 
For quite a while now I’ve been 
working for the National Trust 
as an ‘experience consultant’, 
creating magical, special  
experiences for visitors and 
National Trust teams alike. It 
is a lot of fun – but also a lot of 
hard work. Key in my work is 
the belief that I need to make 
families feel welcome and 
supported. 

The National Trust as a 
body relies on a great number 
of volunteers who give their 
skills and time, but it also 
encourages its staff to volunteer 
for other organisations. So 
when Hawkhurst Community 
Trust 2018 was looking for 
volunteers, it seemed like a 
perfect fit as it allowed me to 
give my time to something 
right on my doorstep. 

HCT 2018 was set up as an 
independent charity in 2018 to 
improve community facilities 
and village life for the residents 
of Hawkhurst - be they old, 
young or with a disability.

When I started volunteering 
as a Trustee of HCT 2018, it 
felt important to me to make 

sure we were truly engaging 
with the people in our village, 
through work and of course 
play! Bringing Playday to 
Hawkhurst felt like the ideal 
opportunity, not only to 
provide a free event for families 
but also to start to engage 
families and listen to what 
they would like to see in terms 
of community facilities. After 
all, play builds communities 
as playing allows children to 
learn about the world around 
them, make connections and 
develop a sense of identity and 
belonging. With Hawkhurst  
a growing and changing 
community, it felt more and 
more like a good thing to do.

TEAM WORK
At HCT 2018, we’re a small 
team of volunteers with lots of 
different backgrounds. Once 
we had decided to go ahead 
with bringing Playday to the 
playing fields at The Moor, 
we knew we had to keep it 
simple and work in partnership 
with others to make this a 
success. When I put out a call 
to get involved on the local 
Facebook pages, the response 
was fantastic, with unexpected 
emails from people who I 
didn’t know about. Gradually 
the event took shape, with the 
help of local organisations and 
individuals who contributed 
their ideas. 

In the end, we were able 
to count on a great range of 
partners who came forward to 
support the event. Our local 
primary school loaned us balls, 
hoops and skipping ropes, 
whilst Bodiam pre-school came 
with a variety of things for little 
ones. The team from Tunbridge 
Wells Children’s Centre 
contributed arty activities and 
balance beams. The local Scouts  
helped out with tents, games 
and craft materials. 

Hands of Hope and Wild 
Detectives Forest School said 
they would provide activities 
that put children in touch 
with the natural world. And 
storyteller Emily would 
entertain us with ‘Tales from 
the Dragonfly’. 

All in all, we were extremely 
fortunate to have the support 
of such a passionate group of 
people. A big ‘thank you’ also 

goes to our local supermarkets 
Tesco and Waitrose for their 
support in cash and kind, and 
to the Iddenden Trust who 
generously gave a grant.

Playday 2019 on The Moor 
was a first for Hawkhurst 
Community Trust 2018. It was 
the first big community event 
that our team organised for 
the village; it was the first time 
we worked with a group of 
partners. It was fun, a voyage 
of discovery and of course a lot 
of hard work too. Our small 
HCT 2018 team and our local 
helpers were amazing, both 
before and on the day - focused 
on the job in hand and getting 
on with it brilliantly.

In the run-up to the day, the 
challenge of course was not 
knowing what to expect, how 
many families would come. 
We tried hard to think of all 
the things that would make 
children and families feel at 
ease and to provide something 
for all ages and abilities. So 
we made sure there were 
straw bales to sit on and watch 
children pay – and that we had 
the basics covered, too, with 
sufficient loo rolls in the toilets! 

A FIRST FOR HAWKHURST
We need not have worried – 
as the afternoon of 7 August 
unfolded, it turned into a 
perfect day for play. The 
playing fields were populated 
by cardboard robots and boys 
and girls with leafy crowns. 
Meals were being cooked with 
pine cones and grass in the 
mud kitchen. Radish sprouts 
were being potted up. In the 
storyteller’s tent a spellbound 
audience was encouraged to 
make sounds and gestures – 
for many a completely new 
experience. In another corner, 
in the midst of little ones racing 
around on tricycles, older 
children were lost in their own 
world drawing with chalk. 

All through the afternoon 
families arrived, many staying 
from start to finish. One mother 
said she brought her two, five 
and eight year olds and they all 
found something to entertain 
them for hours. Many came 
prepared with rugs and a 
picnic feast, in addition to the 
refreshments we  provided in 
the pavilion. On everyone’s 

It was a first for Hawkhurst: taking part in the 
nationwide Playday campaign on 7 August 

when hundreds of local children
 had fun on The Moor. The event was organised  

 by Hawkhurst Community Trust 2018 – here 
Anita Stevens reports about

 the build-up and how it all went on the day

PLAYDAY
COMES TO 

HAWKHURST
Thank 
you so 
much - 
can we 
do this 
every 
year? 

If you would like to
 find out more or 
would like to get

 involved in the work
 of HCT 2018, 

contact:
hawkhurstcommunitycentre@gmail.com

www.hawkhurstcommunitycentre.wordpress.com

face we saw pure enjoyment. 
For our small HCT 2018 team 
this was the best reward. 

Many times we were asked: 
“Will you do this again next 
year? Please…” We would be 
proud to celebrate Playday in 
Hawkhurst again next year, 
with even more partners. We 
are a small village but were 
part of a much bigger thing that 
day. 

Talking to the grown-ups, 
they also opened our eyes to 
their concerns and needs. There 
are no baby changing facilities 
in the pavilion – hopefully a 
new community centre will 
provide this. They wrote down 
their wishes for community 
facilities – all echoing the need 
for somewhere to meet in 
pleasant surroundings. What 
was obvious was the strong 
desire for more ‘community’ 
and a proper place where that 
might happen.  

BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY
In the afternoon’s colourful 
chaos of bubbles, sand and 
boxes, what was happening 
was the children of Hawkhurst 
feeding their taste for freedom, 
getting to grips with people, 
places and things around them.

They were figuring out stuff 
for themselves and building 
their self-confidence and 
their sense of what they are 
capable of. They were building 
friendships and resilience 
as well as their health and 
well-being. Just as we were 
building our future Hawkhurst 
community together. n


