
I(ommunityTrust Looks
Forward to Busy Second

Year
The Hawkhurst
Community Trust
2018 (HCT 2018)
has just finished
its first year of

Hawkhurst Community Trust
2018

existence - how
time has flown! We recently held our very first Annual
General Meeting and Information Evening at the
British Legion Hall. So what have we been doing in
2018/2019? Well, here's a summary of the presentation
at the AGM:

• The Trust was set up in 2018 as an independent
charity to improve recreation and leisure facilities for
local residents. Its purpose and aim is to help make
life and living more interesting and pleasant for the
villagers of Hawkhurst - and that means all residents,
be they old, young, or with a disability.

• Hawkhurst is growing rapidly. New residents
are coming in; long-term residents are getting
older; the young have no real place where they can
meet and pursue the leisure activities they enjoy.
As a community we need to address the challenges
that change brings. Even if we see them initially as
problems, they jolt us into action - to take a hard look
at how things could be better.

• One of the big projects that Hawkhurst is
currently talking about is the new community centre.
Hawkhurst Parish Council (HPC) is determined to
get a new community centre built. The plan is to have
a centre that is fit for purpose for the various needs of
our village, and able to support leisure and recreation
for everyone.

• Our team at the Trust is helping to deliver that
multi-purpose building for our community. We are
doing this by working in partnership with the Parish
Council. The way this works is that the Parish Council
will build the Centre, and we in the Trust will then
run it.

• We planned a series of events to start publicising
the Trust and enabling us to meet people and find out
their views. Our first public outing was in April at the
Hawkhurst Parish Assembly where we gave a short
presentation. In June we had a stand at the Hawkhurst
Summer Festival, with a treasure hunt and prizes
kindly donated by local businesses. Visitors were also
keen to find out what was happening about the new
Community Centre. We found there was a real interest
in the project among villagers, and a strong desire to
see it completed.

• In August we brought 'Playday' to Hawkhurst.
Playday is a national campaign to highlight the
importance of play in children's lives. Every year, on
the first Wednesday in August, thousands of children
all over the UK enjoy specially organised play events.
This was a first for Hawkhurst and also our first big

community event. It involved much
planning and working with a number
of supportive local partners, and was a
great success.
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• Turning to the new Community
Centre, a lot of work has gone
on behind the scenes. In January
2019, the Parish Council made the
final decision on the location of
the building. They had carefully
considered a whole range of locations
and eventually came to the conclusion
that King George V Playing Field on
The Moor was the most suitable - and
immediately available - site.

• The Trust and HPC carried out
research to make sure that whatever
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I was going to be built would be right for Hawkhurst.
We visited community and village halls in nearby
villages, and talked to the people running these halls
to find out how they do this effectively. We asked
people in Hawkhurst what leisure and recreational
activities they already pursue, and where. We also
asked residents what they would like to see in the new
centre.

• Overall, people asked for a multi-purpose
building, fit for our growing community;

• People want to see a flexible main hall - with
a stage - for performances, large meetings, parties
and events; a second hall for activities such as Pilates
and dance, plus meeting rooms to hold groups of
various numbers;

• The new Centre needs to have computer stations;

• Many people asked for a proper kitchen,
hopefully with a cafe too: a social space to meet
friends - and make new ones;

• The Parish Council office will be located in
the building;

• Of course, there must be adequate parking for all
users of the Centre;

• And, finally, once up and running, the centre
needs to offer a broad programme of activities
and events to serve the needs of all groups in
our community.

All this information was fed into the Architect's
Brief compiled by the Parish Council. Then in June,
after a competitive process, Cyma Architects of
Folkestone were appointed to the project.

• Meetings with the architects are now underway as
they begin working on the design for the Hawkhurst
Community Centre. After Christmas the Parish
Council will host a public event at which everyone
can see and comment upon the outline design. Then
follows the phase of obtaining planning permission
and funding: this can take us up to December of next
year. And then - all being well - the building phase
of the new community centre will be completed in
2021/22.

There is clearly a lot to do in our second year as a
community trust, and we are so pleased that some new
Trustees have recently joined us. If you would like to
help in some way - with time or money - do please get

in touch. We'd love to hear from you - and thank you
for reading this.

Ruth McChesney
(Chair, Hawkhurst Community Trust 2018)

hawkhurstcommunitycentre@gmail.com
www.hawkhurstcommunitycentre.co.uk
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Wood fired pizza
to take away!

Add a bottle of red, ~.~
white or rose wine ~
for just £9.50* .Gills Green.

Hawkhurst,
Kent.

TNIS SEJ *Offer available Mon-Thurs
all day & Sunday from 6pm.

Not available on bank holidays.
Conditions apply.

Call us on
01580753119

INTERNATIONAL
CLASSICAL CONCERT
SERIES AT VINEHALL
31st SEASON 2019-20

CASTALIAN STRING QUARTET
Saturday November 30th 2019 at 7.30 p.m.

Programme of works by Haydn,
Beethoven and Dvorak

"The real treat of the day came in a brilliant
evening recital by the excellent Castalian

Quartet (*****) ....A terrific programme; amazing
players:' The Scotsman June 2018

For details: phone 01580 883092 or e-mail
geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschooLcom
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